
20368 - Can We Offer the Eclipse Prayer Based on Astronomers’

Reports?

the question

Should we offer the eclipse prayer (Salat Al-kusuf) based on the announcements of
astronomers published in the newspaper? If the eclipse takes place in another country
should we pray the eclipse prayer or is it necessary to see the eclipse with the naked eye?

Summary of answer

It is not prescribed for the people who live in a country where the eclipse is not happening
to offer the prayer. The Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) connected the
command to offer the eclipse prayer to actual sighting of the eclipse, not to news from
astronomers that an eclipse was going to happen or to its happening in another country.

Detailed answer
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When to offer eclipse prayer?

There are authentic Hadiths according to which the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) enjoined offering the eclipse prayer and reciting Dhikr and
Du`as when the Muslims see an eclipse of the sun or the moon. 

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “The sun and the moon are
two of the signs of Allah and they do not become eclipsed for the death or birth of anyone.
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Allah sends them to make His slaves fear (Him), so if you see that, then pray and make

Du`a until it is over.” 

Another version reads: “So if you see that, then hasten to remember Allah, call upon Him,

and seek His forgiveness.” So he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) connected the
command to pray, make Du`a, remember Allah, and ask for forgiveness to actual sighting
of the eclipse and not to the reports of the astronomers. 

What all the Muslims must do is adhere to the Sunnah and act in accordance with it, and to
beware of everything that is contrary to it. 

Can we offer eclipse prayer on the basis of astronomers’ reports?

Hence we know that those who offer the eclipse prayer on the basis of astronomers’ reports
are making a mistake and going against the Sunnah. 

It should also be noted that it is not prescribed for the people who live in a country where
the eclipse is not happening to offer the prayer. The Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) connected the command to pray, etc., to actual sighting of the eclipse ,
not to news from astronomers that an eclipse was going to happen, or to its happening in
another country. 

Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): 

“And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad) gives you, take it; and whatsoever he
forbids you, abstain (from it).” [Al-Hashr 59:7] 

“Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad) you have a good example to follow.” [Al-
Ahzab 33:21]

When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) offered the eclipse prayer,
when the eclipse happened in Madinah and the people saw it, Allah said (interpretation of
the meaning): 
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“And let those who oppose his (Muhammad’s) commandment (Sunnah) beware, lest some

Fitnah (trials, afflictions, dissension, strife, etc.) should befall them or a painful torment be
inflicted on them.” [Al-Nur 24:63]

It is known that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was the most

knowledgeable and most sincere of people, and that he was the one who conveyed the
rulings from Allah. If it was prescribed to offer the eclipse prayer on the basis of
astronomers’ reports, or when an eclipse occurs in another region that is only seen by the
local inhabitants, then he would have said so and would have guided his Ummah to do
that. 

Since he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did not say that, rather he said the
opposite, and he told his Ummah to base their actions on actual sighting of the eclipse ,
thus this prayer is only prescribed for those who see the eclipse and in whose land it
occurs. 

And Allah is the Source of strength. 
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