
20875 - The sacrifice was injured before it was slaughtered.

the question

A few days before Eid, I bought a lamb which was sound and healthy, to offer it as a
sacrifice on Eid. When it was being brought down the stairs on the way to be sacrificed, it
suffered an injury to its leg (one hour before being sacrificed)… is this considered to be a
flaw in the sacrifice?

Detailed answer

The author of Zaad al-Mustaqni’ said: “If it (the sacrifice) gets injured (develops a flaw), it
may still be slaughtered and this will do…” 

Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen said: an example of that is when a man buys a sheep to sacrifice it,
then it breaks its leg and is unable to walk and keep up with the rest of the flock, after he
has selected it for sacrifice. In this case it may be slaughtered and this will do, because
when it was selected it became a trust, like something that was entrusted to him. Because
it is something entrusted and the injury was not the result of his action or his negligence, so
he is not obliged to offer any guarantee, and it will do.
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