
210145 - Can We Look at the Kab`ah during Tawaf?

the question

Is it permissible to deliberately look at the Ka`bah during Tawaf (circumambulation)? As I
love to look at the Ka`bah during Tawaf, but if doing this is disliked according to Shari`ah, I
shall stop doing it in sha Allah.

Summary of answer

There is no authentic Hadith about the virtue of looking at the Ka`bah, and simply looking
at it is not an act of worship for which a person will be rewarded.

Detailed answer

There is no authentic Hadith about the virtue of looking at the Ka`bah , and simply looking
at it is not an act of worship for which a person will be rewarded. But if looking at it is
accompanied by thinking about the splendour and majesty that Allah has instilled in it, and
how people long to come to it from the ends of the earth, then this is something good that
is islamically prescribed, and there is nothing wrong with it, whether that is during Tawaf or
otherwise. 

At-Tirmidhi (2032) narrated, in a report that he classed as sound, that Nafi` (may Allah have
mercy on him) the freed slave of Ibn `Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) said: One day
Ibn `Umar looked at the House – or at the Ka`bah – and said: How great you are and how
great your sanctity, but the sanctity of the believer is greater before Allah than you.
(Classed as authentic by Al-Albani in Sahih At-Tirmidhi) 

Shaykh Ibn `Uthaymin (may Allah have mercy on him) said: 

“Looking at the Ka`bah is not an act of worship. Rather if, when looking at the Ka`bah , the
individual intends to reflect upon this venerated structure to which Allah has commanded
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His slaves to make pilgrimage, and increases in faith as a result of this reflection, then this
is what is required in this regard. As for merely looking at it, that is not an act of worship.”
(Majmu` Fatawa wa Rasa’il Al-`Uthaymin, 24/18) 

And Allah knows best.
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