
22102 - Doing one prayer straight after the other when combining

two prayers

the question

What is the ruling on doing one prayer straight after the other? Because they delay for a
while which may be considered to be an interruption between the two prayers when they
join two prayers. What is the ruling on that?

Detailed answer

When joining prayers during the time of the first of the two prayers, they should be prayed
one after the other. It is OK to have what is regarded as a short break between them, as it
was proven that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) did that. And he
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Pray as you have seen me praying.”
(Narrated by al-Bukhaari, Kitaab al-Adhaan, 631). The correct view is that the intention
(niyyah) [i.e., having the intention to combine the prayers before starting the first prayer]
is not a condition. But with regard to joining prayers during the time of the second of the
two prayers, there is more leeway, because the second prayer is being performed at its
right time. But it is better to pray them one after the other, following the example of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). And Allah is the Source of strength. 
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