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37684 - Can Someone with Epilepsy Fast?

the question
I would like to find out if it is compulsory for a person to fast if he suffers from epilepsy.
Summary of answer

The one who suffers from epilepsy has to fast in Ramadan, and he is not exempted from
fasting because of that. But if he is unconscious for the whole day, then his fast is not valid

and he has to make up that day. But if he wakes up during the day then his fast is valid.

Detailed answer

The one who suffers from epilepsy has to fast in Ramadan, and he is not exempted from

fasting because of that.

Shaykh Ibn Baz (may Allah have mercy on him) was asked:

A man loses consciousness for a few hours - does he have to fast?
He answered:

“If he only loses consciousness for a few hours, then he has to fast, like the one who sleeps
for a while. The fact that he loses consciousness for a few days during the day or during the

night does not mean that he is not obliged to fast.” (Fatawa Ash-Shaykh Ibn Baz, 15/210)

But if he is unconscious for the whole day (i.e., from dawn until sunset), then his fast is not
valid and he has to make up that day. But if he wakes up during the day then his fast is

valid.

For more details, please refer to the following answers: 9245, 12425, 221924 ,106449 ,
72212 ,and 193006 .
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