
388854 - Will the café owner be absolved of responsibility if he only
puts up a sign saying that smoking is not allowed

the question

What is the ruling on opening a café, in which halal food and drinks will be sold, and not
tobacco or haram things, but some customers will smoke in the café? Please note that the
café owner has put up a sign on which it is written “No smoking.” Is he absolved of
responsibility thereby? When the customers sit at the tables in the café and do not lower
their gaze and refrain from looking at women who are walking in the street in front of the
café, am I a partner in their sin, as the owner of the café?

Detailed answer

There is nothing wrong with opening a café, if it is free of evils such as smoking, music and
so on.

Please see the answer to question no. 119839 .

It is obligatory to denounce the smoker and prevent him from smoking in the café, because
of the report narrated by Muslim (49) according to which the Prophet (blessings and peace
of Allah be upon him) said: “Whoever among you sees an evil action, let him change it with
his hand (by taking action); if he cannot, then with his tongue (by speaking out); and if he
cannot, then with his heart (by hating it and feeling it is wrong), and that is the weakest of
faith.”

The owner of the café should not only put up a sign saying that smoking is not allowed;
rather he should strive to enforce this message and not allow anyone to smoke in the café,
because smoking is haram and also harms others, and taking the matter lightly is
encouraging others, in which case there is no point in putting up a sign.

If anyone sits in the café and looks at the women passing by in the street, his sin is upon
him only, and the owner of the café is not responsible for that.
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And Allah knows best.
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