
81685 - Can You Do Wudu When Wearing Lipstick?

the question

Is lipstick regarded as a barrier to Wudu? Usually when one does Wudu, the lipstick is
reduced but it is not removed entirely. 

Summary of answer

You should remove the lipstick before you do Wudu, so that there will be nothing left that
could prevent the water from reaching the skin, but if the colour or a trace of grease is left,
that does not matter.

Detailed answer

In order for Wudu to be valid, it is essential to remove anything that will prevent the water
from reaching the skin, whether it is lipstick or anything else. But if the colour or trace of it
is left , even if the water touches the skin and runs off it without sticking, then Wudu is
valid. 

Al-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy on him) said in Al-Majmu` (1/492):

“If there is wax, dough, henna and the like on one of his limbs, which prevents water from
reaching any part of it, then his (ritual) purity is not valid, whether the amount is large or
small. If there are traces of henna and its colour left on the hand, without there being any
solid material left, or elsewhere, or traces of liquid grease whereby water flows over the
limb but does not stay there, his (ritual) purity is valid.”

Based on this, you should remove the lipstick before you do Wudu, so that there will be
nothing left that could prevent the water from reaching the skin, but if the colour or a trace
of grease is left, that does not matter. 

For more details, please see the following category: Nullifiers of Wudu.
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And Allah knows best.
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